Wednesday, February 19, 2025 - 7:30 P.M.

Pillsbury Theatre, 560 Music Center

Jazz Band Concert

Chris Becker, director

WashU Arts & Sciences

Music




Program

Don't Git Sassy (1967) Thad Jones (1923 - 1986)
El Abrazo (2015) Alan Baylock (b. 1967)
Atzsup (2024) Elijah Darden (WashU Jazz Band Member)
Feeling Good (1964) Music by Anthony Newley (1931 - 1999)

Lyrics by Leslie Bricusse (1931 - 2021)
arr. Roger Holmes
Tatyana Tolliver-Hughes, Vocalist

Unit 7 (1962) Sam Jones (1924 - 1981)
arr. Greg Yasinitsky (b. 1953)

Blackbird (1968) Paul McCartney (b. 1942)
John Lennon (1940 - 1980)
arr. Mike Tomaro (b. 1958)




Chris Becker is the Director of the Wind Ensemble and the Jazz
Bands at Washington University in St. Louis, and serves as the
director of winds and percussion. Mr. Becker graduated from the
University of Missouri - Kansas City Conservatory of Music “With
Distinction” in 1977, receiving the Bachelor of Music Education
Degree, and earned a Master of Arts in Education from
Lindenwood University.

Mr. Becker has taught instrumental music in Missouri for 47 years
from the elementary to the university level. In June 2017, he
retired as Director of Bands at Parkway South High School, after
serving for 36 years in the Parkway School District (St. Louis County, Missouri). During his
tenure there, he directed Marching Bands, Symphonic Bands, Jazz Bands, and all other
related band activities.

In addition, he is the Artistic Director and Conductor of the Manchester Community Band, a
highly successful ensemble founded ten years ago and enthusiastically received by the
residents of Manchester. Mr. Becker has also been a frequent guest conductor for both
concert bands and jazz bands in Missouri and lllinois.

Mr. Becker has served as the Jazz Vice President for the Missouri Music Educators
Association, the first educator to hold that position after it was established as a part of the
MMEA Board. Mr. Becker is a Past President of the Missouri unit of the International
Association of Jazz Educators. During his term he helped clarify the mission and goals of
the unit, and endeavored to reach out to music educators, those in the music industry, and
professional players to create a broader base of support for jazz education. Becker has also
served as Jazz Vice President for the St. Louis Suburban Music Educators Association.
Becker plays the trumpet professionally with a variety of ensembles in the St. Louis area,
and has taught trumpet privately in both the Kansas City and St. Louis areas.

Mr. Becker is a member of the College Band Directors National Association, the National
Association for Music Education, the Missouri Music Educators Association, the Missouri
Association for Jazz Education, the Missouri Band Masters Association, and Phi Beta Mu
Band Directors Fraternity. He was named "Charles Emmons Outstanding Band Director of
the Year" by Phi Beta Mu in January 1999. He was nominated numerous times for the Pillar
of Parkway Award, which recognizes commitment and dedication for work in the Parkway
School District, and was awarded a Pillar of Parkway in April 2016. Mr. Becker was honored
for his distinguished career by the St. Louis Suburban Music Educators Association in
January 2018, and named to their Hall of Fame.




Saxophones

Noah Clayton, alto (Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Ph.D., Boston, MA)
James Baba, alto (Computer Science and Economics, San Mateo, CA)
Cyrus Beauvais, alto (Undecided, Arlington, VA)

Grant Mclntyre, tenor (Physics and Math, Darien, CT)

Owen Ross, tenor (Chemistry, Atlanta, GA)

Aaron Chen, baritone (Math and Computer Science, Beijing, China)

Trumpets

Josh Poeschel (Physics, Downers Grove, IL)

Auriel Prepejchal (Computational Biology, Carbondale, IL)
Nathan Pravda (Physics, Natick, MA)

Jake Tillman (Masters in Economics, Strafford, MO)

Teo Giannini (Electrical Engineering, Berkeley, CA)

Kelsey Conover (Political Science, Kansas City, MO)

Trombones

Riley Silfies (Biomedical Engineering, Southlake, TX)

Elijah Darden (Psychological and Brain Sciences, Naperville, IL)
Gage Fowlkes (Chemistry, Fort Worth, TX)

Peter Ochalek (Neuroscience, Jericho, NY)

Jonah Edelman-Gold, bass trombone (History, New York, NY)

Rhythm Section

Nate Sapp, piano (Mechanical Engineering, Monument, CO)
Haihao Guo, guitar (Marketing Science, China)

Livy Best, bass guitar (Biological Anthropology, New Orleans, LA)
Zachary Lieske, bass guitar (Biomedical engineering, El Cerrito, CA)
Wilson Hou, vibraphone (Chemical Engineering, Singapore)

Collin Lloyd, drums (Political Science, Newburgh, IN)

Vocalist
Tatyana Tolliver-Hughes (Education and African-American/African Studies, Charleston, WV)



MUSIC.WUSTL.EDU

Join us for our next event!

The Washington University Department of Music is proud to
present over thirty free musical events every semester. These
events feature internationally acclaimed musicians and lecturers
as well as the talented students of Washington University.

Receive information about our upcoming
events by joining our mailing list at
music.wustl.edu

You can also join the mailing list by using your
smartphone.

Get involved

Get more involved by becoming a member of
the Friends of Music at Washington University. 2,
This society supports the Department of 2%
Music's high standards in performance, musical
studies, and research while encouraging
Washington University students and faculty in
their musical scholarship and creativity.



http://www.music.wustl.edu

